19/08/02

PS Schedule meeting 19 August 2002 

A quiet week for most users, but for the East hall it was dominated by around 36 hours of breakdown/repair of the power supply for SMH57.

Beam availabilities over 95% except for East hall (80%)

LINACs: 

- On Wednesday some unexplained losses occured, maybe due to a faulty quadrupole in the transfer line.

- 2 quads in tank 2 had wrong values, which made the watchdog trip.

- On Thursday an IT technician knocked the main switch in a communications rack; this made all DSC's to trip.

PSB: 

- The Main Power supply remains the main concern; specialists are still investigating.

ISOLDE:  

- A robot fault led a target to be blocked in the zone. M.Lindroos who went to unblock it, took 75Sv in an 8 second intervention.

- Friday there was a small ocmmunication problem between the MCR and the Isolde users: the supercycle was changed without telling the users, which did not have such a good cycle spacing.

PS: 

- Theweek was dominated by breakdown and repairs of the SMH57 power supply, which first took place on Monday, until 23:30. Unfortunately on Thursday evening the power supply which had continued tripping more and more frequently over the week, had t obe stopped. A four hour intervention took place on Friday and since then the trips have become much less frequent (about one/day). A short 10' intervention should take place today 19/8 for the PO specialists to set up some observation instruments.

- On Wednesday 35% of the machine development time was lost because of a problem with the defocalising pole-face winding, PR.WDE. Another 4 hours would be needed by the PO specialists to sort out this zero-current regulation problem completely, but it is unlikely to happen before the shutdown. A new regulation system might be implemented on all 3 PFW power supplies during the next shutdown.

- Linux server PSLXMCR had created problems several times during the week, blocking all consoles. When it turned out to be a hardware problem, it was decided to change it. The changeover took just one hour as foreseen.

nTOF: A quiet week, and the facility benefits from other the users' problems.

- Unfortunately the target change that wa ssuppose dto take placeduring the MD on wednesday, took longer than anticipated (24 hours instead of 8)

- One should not send more than 4 dedicated nTOF cycles/supercycle, until TIS confirms it is safe, on the radiation point of view.

AD: 

- Monday the cooling time at 100MeV/c was lengthened by 2.4 seconds  to give a smaller beam size for the ASACUSA beam. 

- AD also suffered from the problems of PSLXMCR.

AD USERS: 
- No report from ATHENA or ATRAP

- ASACUSA is happy about the improved extracted beam emittance. They have successfully measured a two photon resonance peak, the first step in the improvement by two orders of magnitude in the measurement of the antiprotonic helium spectrum. 

EAST HALL: in total, over the last 2 weeks, 45 hours were lost because of the SMH57power supply.

- after the first repair on Monday, irradiation had only hal of the expected intensity, but did not realise until the Friday schedule meeting. This was solved immediately after the operations team had been made aware.

- DIRAC is working fine.

- HARP has finished with all cryogenic targets, now switched to warm, thick tagets, not as demanding on the number of cycles. 

- An MD conducted by R.Steerenberg took place on Wednesday, in view of delivering a fast extracted beam to the East Hall. This is a request from LHC irradiations.

SPS: 

- During the PS MD on Wednesday, several interventions took place: the quadrupole that had a water leak in the West area had its second intervention, and also there was a repair of the vacuum system near point 5. Restart took longer than anticipated because of a problem in the distribution of the revolution frequency.

- The improvement of the continuous transfer turns positions on Wednsesday was welcome. The intensity of the 3rd turn is still a bit too high but the users are not willing to give time to work on it.

- On Friday there was a problem with a splitter.

- During the week-end seven hours were lost because of problems with the injection kicker.

- The LHC beam was taken more than anticipated thanks to the problems with PE.SMH57. It will be taken all through the week (no PS MD this week)

CTF: 

- no major problem last week

- the schedule has been extended: now CTF3 stops at the same time as the rest of the PS complex (October 28th) 
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